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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

In reply to the Office Action mailed March 23, 2004, the period of reply extending 
through July 23, 2004, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the application 
based on the following remarks. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-20 are pending. In the Office Action, the Examiner rejected claims 1-20 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Saito et al. (Japanese Pat. Appln. No. 
2001-185544), which the Examiner states was published prior to Applicants' invention. 

First, Applicants point out that Japanese Pat. Application No. 2000-299280 of 
Saito et al. was published as Laid-Open Publication No. 2001-185544 on July 6, 2001. 
Thus, the publication date of Saito et al. is later than the foreign priority date of the 
present application of December 28, 2000 of which Applicants claim benefit. Therefore, 


